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The Read Across America event at the National Air Force Museum at Wright-

Patterson Air Force Base was a resounding success, drawing hundreds of

local children who had an unforgettable experience. With the incredible

support of our dedicated volunteers, we were able to bring the joy of reading

to life for young minds in a fun and engaging way.

The event, part of the nationwide Read Across America initiative, embodies

the mission to encourage children to develop a love for reading and to

inspire them to explore the world through books. This year’s event was a

perfect reflection of that mission, as children immersed themselves in the

exciting world of literature while exploring the rich history of aviation.

We’d like to extend a huge thank you to all of our amazing volunteers whose

time and enthusiasm made this event possible. Their hard work helped make

this year’s celebration one to remember for all the kids involved.

Looking forward to next year’s event and continuing to inspire the next

generation of readers!
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The Dayton (32 teams) and the Loveland Robotics (19 teams) FIRST LEGO League

Explore Festivals were held in March. For this season’s challenge, SUBMERGED,

teams used creative thinking and LEGO® technology to explore the layers of the

ocean and brought their learnings and ideas to the surface.  A total of 51 teams

participated in exploring a challenge, learning about core values, creating a team

model with coding, and designing a team poster. We are so thankful for the

coaches, volunteers, family, and friends who attended and supported these

amazing teams through their journey of collaboration and communication to

build, learn, and play!
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FIRST LEGO League Challenge Championship

Ohio FIRST LEGO League Challenge teams from all across Ohio have spent their SUBMERGED season

strategizing, building, programming, collaborating, researching, innovating, and so much more. 43 of the top

performing Ohio teams gathered at Hobart Arena to compete at the Ohio Championship! These teams have

demonstrated excellence in the robot game, in innovation, and teamwork and they showed up to meet with

judges, compete on the robot competition field, and celebrate their season as Championship qualifying

teams.

At the conclusion of the long weekend, teams had set new season high robot scores, a Champion was named,

awards were won, and a great deal of pride was on display at the accomplishments of so many young

innovators. The top 6 overall performing teams will advance to international competitions to represent Ohio.

The teams are entering their off-season now and they will spend time learning new skills, collaborating with

other teams, promoting up to FIRST Tech Challenge and FIRST Robotics Competition, honing their research

skills, and preparing for next year’s game. Next season’s theme reveal will take place in late April in

conjunction with World Festival, the international Championship in Houston.

Highest ranking Ohio Championship teams that qualified for international competitions:

2751 Lego Legion (Cincinnati team) – Sunshine Invitational at Embry Riddle University

58764 RoboCats (Aurora team) & 56510 Innov8 (Mason team) – World Festival at FIRST Championship

40039 No Signal (Dublin team) & 56750 Hawktopuses (Lewis Center team) - Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Open in Massachusetts

10798 Brick Busters (Dayton team)– Western Edge Invitational in California
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Ohio FIRST Tech Challenge wrapped up the INTO THE DEEP season at the Ohio

Championship at Hobart Arena on March 8. Colonel Karl Seekamp, Vice Commander of

the Air Force Research Laboratory, started the day by motivating the students and

energizing them for a day of friendly competition. The crowd cheered on as teams

collaborated to compete at their very best. We saw match scores higher than we saw all

season. The teams worked their hardest to have the highest performing robots. Teams

also participated in judging sessions to present to a panel of judges their engineering

process and outreach strategies. We are proud to have 3 teams advancing to the FIRST

Championship in Houston, Texas and 4 teams advancing to Premier Events. We also

announced 3 students who were chosen as Ohio Dean’s List Finalists. These students will

go on for a chance to be 1 of the 10 Dean’s List Winners in the world. Best of luck to all of

the teams and students moving on in the competition!

COLONEL SEEKAMP
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“The Big Hoopla STEM Challenge at Wright State University”

Undeniably the most fun and exciting outreach event of the year, The Big Hoopla was bigger and

better than ever this year. STARBASE Wright-Patt, along with LEGACY and WPAFB Education

Outreach, joined many other community partners as STEM exhibitors in the event that brought in

1500 students to help celebrate the NCAA Men’s First Four games in Dayton. Students were

challenged at our booth to create color-coded paths for the Sphero Indi robots to travel, make an

LED light bulb light up with squishy basketball circuits, fly whirlybird helicopters straight up to the

ceiling, and use the concepts of Newton’s laws and a pendulum to get a ball into a ring. The

excitement was never-ending. The AFMC Deputy Commander, Lt General Linda Hurry and the Air

88th Wing Commander, Col Dustin Richards stopped by the participate in the fun! Col Richards

even helped out in the finals of the shooting challenge! As usual, March is made for madness, and

The Big Hoopla delivered fun and excitement to match the NCAA Men’s Tournament First Four! We

can’t wait for next year!
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