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In This Issue... 

On Friday, March 22nd the National Museum of the United States Air Force and 
WPAFB Educational Outreach Office welcomed elementary school students 
across the Dayton region to participate in Read Across America for the first in-
person event since the pandemic. Volunteers from WPAFB, published authors 
and staff from the Ohio Education Association read a variety of books to student 
groups, Celebrating a Nation of Diverse Readers. Thank you to all the educators 
and students who participated and for the volunteers who read and escorted 
classes around the NMUSAF! 

Spring Job Shadow Day 

FIRST® World Festival 

Join us next month... 
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FLL Explore Festivals 
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The Dayton and the Loveland Robotics FLL Explore Festivals 

were held in March. For this season’s challenge, 

MASTERPIECE, children learned about how people’s passion for 

the arts are shared through STEM. A total of 44 teams 

participated in exploring a challenge, learning about core values, 

creating a team model with coding, and designing a team poster. 

We are so thankful for the coaches, volunteers, family and 

friends who attended and supported these amazing teams 

through their journey of collaboration and communication to 

build, learn, and play! 

Dayton Festival 

http://wpafbstem.com/FLLjr/FLL_explore.html
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FLL Explore Festivals cont’d. 
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FLL Explore Festivals cont’d. 

Loveland Festival 
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FLL Explore Festivals cont’d. 

https://info.firstinspires.org/first-in-show?utm_source=first-inspires&utm_medium=promo&utm_campaign=fir-registration-024&_gl=1*1h4xvkz*_ga*NjA2ODMxMzguMTcxMTM3ODYxOQ..*_ga_YCHVEBFMCS*MTcxMTk5ODQ0MC4zLjEuMTcxMTk5ODQ0NC4wLjAuMA..
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FLL Explore Festivals cont’d. 

https://www.firstinspires.org/
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FLL Challenge Ohio Championship 

The weekend of March 9th & 10th was a frenzy of activity as the top 42 FIRST® LEGO® League Challenge teams from 

across Ohio gathered in Troy for the Ohio FLL MASTERPIECE Championship! This season challenged teams to 

design, build, and program robots to autonomously complete STEAM themed LEGO obstacles on a game table, 

aiming to score as many points as possible in 2.5 minute matches. Teams also explored ways to use art and 

technology to share their passions with others - a great many apps, infomercials, adaptations and improvements to 

games, and even new games were created by these young Ohio innovators. All of this innovation and creation is 

completed under the umbrella of the FIRST Core Values, using Gracious Professionalism and Coopertition 

(cooperating with one’s competition) making the FIRST LEGO League competition fierce, yet friendly and 

collaborative. 

At the end of the weekend, the accomplishments of all 42 teams was celebrated for being Championship level 

teams. Awards were given and 5 teams were selected to move on to international events, representing Ohio at an 

even higher level of competition. We will be cheering for them and will share news of their success in the coming 

months. 

Results can be found here, at the Scoreboard and Awards links. 

https://flltournament.com/Scoreboard.aspx?TID=26203&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://flltournament.com/AwardResults.aspx?TID=26203
https://info.firstinspires.org/first-in-show?utm_source=first-inspires&utm_medium=promo&utm_campaign=fir-registration-024&_gl=1*1h4xvkz*_ga*NjA2ODMxMzguMTcxMTM3ODYxOQ..*_ga_YCHVEBFMCS*MTcxMTk5ODQ0MC4zLjEuMTcxMTk5ODQ0NC4wLjAuMA..
http://wpafbstem.com/FLL/FLL_challenge.html
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FLL Challenge Ohio Championship cont’d. 
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FLL Challenge Ohio Championship cont’d. 
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FLL Challenge Ohio Championship cont’d. 
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FIRST® Tech Challenge Ohio Championship 

The WPAFB Educational Outreach Office hosted the FIRST® Tech Challenge Ohio Championship. 36 teams from 

across the state qualified to compete at the championship held at Hobart Arena in Troy, Ohio on March 9th, 2024. 

Teams qualified by competing and finishing as a top team at tournaments around the state. To start the day, Major 

General Scott Cain, the Commander of the Air Force Research Laboratory at WPAFB gave an inspiring talk about 

the importance of STEM and encouraged the students to continue their work. Teams competed in qualifier matches 

to start the day, then ended with exciting elimination matches between the top robot-performing teams. The crowd 

and teams were on the edge of their seats! At the end of the competition 3 teams advanced to the FIRST 

Championship in Houston, Texas where they will compete against teams from all over the world. Three students 

were also selected to be Dean’s List Finalists. Deans list is a globally recognized award that celebrates FIRST’s most 

outstanding students. 

Congratulations to all of the award winners and thank you to everyone who contributed to making this fantastic 

event happen. 
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FIRST® Tech Challenge Ohio Championship cont’d. 

http://wpafbstem.com/FTC/FTC.html
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FIRST® Tech Challenge Ohio Championship cont’d. 
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The Big Hoopla - STEM Challenge 

STARBASE Wright-Patt and LEGACY represented the WPAFB Educational Outreach Office on St. Partick's Day at 

the Big Hoopla STEM Challenge held at the Dayton Convention Center. Hundreds of students and their families 

attended for hoops and hands-on STEM activities! 
 

The Big Hoopla helps Dayton rev up for the first four games of the Men’s NCAA March Madness tournament with a 

Hot Shot tournament and many fun activities from local organizations. The Big Hoopla is always a fun time, and 

this year it was fun to see all of the green for St. Partick's Day! 

https://daytonhoopla.com/hoopla-stem-challenge/
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The Big Hoopla - STEM Challenge cont’d. 
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WOW! Workshops 

The WOW! program partnered with SOITA and CET to offer two Spring Workshops 

this month, focusing on Finch Robots, Sphero Indis and Bolts, Ozobots and Bee-Bots. 

These in-person days with local teachers were enjoyed by all! 
 

Registration for summer workshops opens on April 3rd. All workshops are 9:00-3:00 

with a free hour for lunch (not provided). Certificates for contact hours are issued at the 

end of the day. Click here to register! 

5th -8th grade teachers - come to one or both sessions and experience different ideas to use in the classroom! 
• Monday, June 17th 
• Tuesday, July 16th 

 

K-4th grade teachers - come to one or both sessions and experience different ideas to use in the classroom! 
• Tuesday, June 18th 
• Wednesday, July 17th 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcW5bxiAsgaiP7UA8_JJmXkJBMHJudzH7aML_dCD4fwsaTBQ/viewform
http://wpafbstem.com/teacher_wkshp/teacher_workshops.html
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Junior Science and Humanities Symposium 

On Friday, March 1st representatives from WPAFB travelled to Capital University in Columbus, Ohio to participate 

in the 61st annual Junior Science and Humanities Symposium (JSHS). 67 high school students from all over the 

state of Ohio arrived to present their research projects. Students in grades 9-12 competed in both oral and poster 

presentations in the fields of environmental science, biomedical sciences, life & behavior sciences, medicine & 

health, engineering & technology, mathematics & computer science, physical sciences, and chemistry. 

Congratulations to all the student competition winners! (Click here to learn more.) 

Employee Spotlight 

Name: Melissa Diskete (contractor) 
 

Title: Instructor 
 

Program: STARBASE 
 

Years with the STARBASE office: 1 year 
 

What do you enjoy most about your role in STARBASE? I enjoy working with 
the students and seeing their excitement as they learn about STEM. 
 

What is your favorite aspect of working with students in STEM? I love that 
everything is hands on. I also love that the students get to do a variety of 
activities like program robots, learn about CAD, launch rockets, and so much 
more! 
 

What accomplishment are you most proud of at STARBASE? I am most proud 
of my interaction with the students, being upbeat and welcoming, and helping 
them to have a positive experience when they come to STARBASE. 
 

If you had one superpower, what would it be and why? If I had a superpower, I would want to be able to take all 
the hurt and pain away from everyone. 

https://www.capital.edu/academics/services-and-programs/ohio-junior-science-and-humanities-symposium/
http://wpafbstem.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/wpafbeo/
https://twitter.com/wpafbeo
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=%2Fwpafbeo%2F&source=omni_redirect
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc57FS-Tzcm0KnO-sqfuR3w
http://wpafbstem.com/STARBASE/starbase.html

